His reluctance to go to c/inrch.
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The history of his mind as to religion is an important article. I have mentioned the carl)' impressions made upon his tender imagination by his mother, who continued her piuus care with assiduity, but, in his opinion, nut with judgement. ' Sunday (said he) was a heavy day to me when I was a buy. My inc.tlu;r confined me on that day, ami made me read "The Whole Duly of Man," from a great part of which I could derive no instruct inn. When, for instance, I hail read the chapter cm theft, which I'nuu my infancy I had been taught was wrong, 1 was nn mure convinced that theft was wrong than before; sn there was no accession of knowledge. A liny should be introduced In such books, by having his attention direclctl to the arrangement, to the style, and other excellencies of euinpnsilion ; thai the mind being thus engaged by an amusing variety of objects, may mil grow weary,'
He communicated to me the following particulars upon the subject of his religious progress. 'I full into an iiuUleuU'nn to religion, or an indifference about it, in my ninth year, The church at Lichfield, in which we. had a seat, wanted reparation1, so I was to go and find a seat in other churches; ami having bad eyes,and being awkward about this, 1 used In j;o and read in the fields oa Sunday. Tin* habit eunlimied till my fourteenth year; and still I find a great reluctance In go to < lunch', I then
of (ire mid birth of lu-avcnly plan-.' Morris, sKnctils, vi. 7.311,
1 On Master Sunday 1716 (luring service sonic pieces of stow from the spire of St. Mary's Ml on the. nmf ti(' the church. This c:onKi'i'j,jatiiin, think intf that the steeple WMi rnniiiiK clown, in their alarm broke thnw|,;h the windows. JohiiNon, we may well believe, witnessed th« scene. TUc church was pulled down, and the new one was opened in i)rc. 1721. Harwood'fi Liehficlil, p. .|6o,
" 'Sept. 23, 1771, 1 h.-tvp gone voluntarily to church on the week clay but few times in my lift:. 1 think to mend. April 9, 1773. 1 hupp in time to lake pleasure in pulilic worship, April 6, 1777. I Imvr ihii ycav omitted church on inusi Hun-
(l.'iy,,    illlrnililii;    (i)   Miipplv    llu-    i|t«-
lirii'iii '• in the ucfk. NII [hat f iiwt-iwrlvc iiticiiiliiiii r-» mi wni-iliip. I will in.il.c nu limn1 tnii h •iiipi-i-ililiiiifi (jtipul.viiiiii'i, whii-li fiit,iu);lf ihr miml with uuliiililrii nlili^.tttiiin,' l'i, tinti iMfit.\\\->. luH, 1.11, (fit. In lllf fnllrnv i«K imviii).;*' in ilu' Lift <</ Afi/ti>n, lnliiiM'ti, tin diiitli!, 11 thinkilif; of h'nuwll: ' In iltr tlttirilniiinn nl' lii>. hourn ihri'p \\ri;i nti Itnur «il pmyi-r, dilhfir Hdlimry eir with his liewtditild ; oiniiting pulilic prayer-. li(.'omiit«lall. . . , Thiit he lived vvitlinui pniyrr c:;m hiivdly \». affinuetl i In* >«iiuiics nntl nii-clitiilicins were nn liiiliitu.il jirayrr 'I'lic nrxipf.i <if ii in hi-i iiinuly WMS
plnli.iltiy it f.lllll,   fur wllii ll   lit; ( clll
dcnsiiril hiui'iC'lf, and  whirli he in leiulfil in riirrcri, luit thai death, u-. !•' -t                                           became ,-.  I-.  ^.illlvil,      .HI-   .in  r.i-.y   .in.l   -i.tl.   il.iy'-. |iimtiry.'
